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About the Newsletter... 
Crime Scene is the official publication of the Northwest Association of Forensic Scientists. The Newsletter welcomes 

submissions from its membership such as technical tips, case studies, literature compilations, workshop or training 

notifications, reference citations, commentary, historical accounts, and other topics of interest to the membership. The 

views expressed in articles contained in this publication do not necessarily represent the views of the Northwest 

Association of Forensic Scientists. The Association neither guarantees, warrants, nor endorses these views or techniques 

but offers these articles as information to the membership. 

Please submit material for publication in Microsoft Word format as an e-mail attachment. All technical material will be 

subject to peer review by NWAFS members. Requests for permission of any material contained in this newsletter may be 

addressed to the editor. Requests, or questions, of technical submissions will be directed to the originating author. For 

more information regarding the Newsletter contact: 

Monique Arrabit (editor)  

Oregon State Police Forensic Services Division 

 monique.arrabit@osp.oregon.gov 

Editor’s Message 

Thanks for checking out the NWAFS newsletter! My name is Monique Arrabit, and I am the newly elected 

Editorial Secretary. I would first like to thank Natasha Wheatley for all the work she put into the NWAFS 

newsletter for the last three years. I hope to continue providing the membership with an informative newsletter 

and promote collaboration between forensic scientists throughout the Pacific Northwest. 

I am a Forensic Scientist with the Oregon State Police in the Portland laboratory. I work in the Biology 

Processing Unit where I triage incoming DNA cases, examine evidence for body fluids and sources of DNA, and 

collect samples that are then forwarded to the DNA Unit. I have worked in this capacity since 2016. Prior to 

working for OSP, I was a DNA Technician with the Verdugo Regional Crime Laboratory in Glendale, CA for 

one year, and was their forensic intern for 2 years while I got my Bachelor of Science in Molecular, Cell, and 

Developmental Biology from UCLA. I have loved science for as long as I can remember and enjoy solving 

problems and answering questions. I am looking forward to expanding my forensic science knowledge and 

community through involvement with NWAFS and serving as your Editorial Secretary. 

mailto:monique.arrabit@osp.oregon.gov
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello! How is everybody doing? During these pandemic years, I hope everyone found ways to 

band together despite being spread apart. Thank you to everyone that was able to participate in 

our first ever virtual conference in 2021. We hope you had a great time! It would be remiss of me 

to not extend a big thank you on behalf of the whole association to past President, Carly 

Sizelove. It was a difficult time and place in the world in 2020 when the pandemic was in its 

initial onset and then again in 2021 when we had to make the decision of going virtual only. That 

was two years of uncertainty and chaos that Carly had to lead us in, always with the wellbeing of 

the membership on her mind. Thank you, Carly! 

This year we are looking forward to getting back out on our feet, together and in-person for our 

2022 conference at the Hotel Vintage in downtown Portland, Oregon! The Board of Directors 

have been working hard to make this conference as great as it can be! We hope to see everyone 

there from September 26th through the 30th! We aim to have something worthwhile for everyone, 

from every discipline! As always, please reach out to someone on the Board if you have any 

ideas or requests for anything you would like to see at the conference. We always appreciate 

your input. 

On a personal note, I would just like to say how grateful I am to be a part of this organization and 

to have had this opportunity to serve on the Board and to be your President. I grew up in Oregon 

and think about the Pacific Northwest a lot. While I love life out here in Utah, I also love being a 

part of the larger community we have across state lines and being able to interact with everyone 

in our united passion for forensics. Thank you to all the past and current board members for the 

hard work and personality you have brought and bring to the team, I have enjoyed working with 

each of you. To anyone who may be interested in applying for a future board position I would 

highly recommend it, it has been a very rewarding experience! 

I look forward to seeing everyone again this September! Let’s make it one to remember! 

Sincerely, 

Adam Yankee, NWAFS President 

ayankee@utah.gov 
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Get to know your board! 
Adam Yankee – President 

I grew up in the town of Grants Pass, Oregon, where I spent 

summers rafting on the Rogue River and tide pooling at the coast. 

After high school I left Oregon for Utah, where I earned a B.S. in 

Biology from BYU in 2014. Shortly after graduating I took on a 

full-time job with a local environmental lab as well as a part-time 

internship at the Utah Bureau of Forensic Services. Thankfully a 

position soon opened at the crime lab, and I officially started my 

career as a Forensic Scientist specializing in serology. Now, almost 

seven years later, I work on both serology and DNA interpretation 

in the Utah State Lab Full-Testing Team, which specializes in 

homicides and aggravated assaults. I have particularly enjoyed the 

challenge of working on cold cases. 

Outside of work, my wife and I enjoy spending time together working on various home improvement projects, 

gaming with friends online, and hosting regular board game gatherings. Most importantly, we cater to the every 

whim of our two cats, Newt and Juniper. We love to travel and try to frequently experience new activities, foods, 

and places. We also enjoy getting outside and biking the nearby Jordan River Trail or hiking in the Wasatch 

Mountains. Unfortunately, neither of us ski nor snowboard so the winter season seems to be wasted on us.  

For anyone considering a future leadership position, there are a few things I have learned this year as the 

president of NWAFS. First, I have never felt alone in needing to make any decision. You will always have the 

support and experience of the rest of the board behind you. Second, although the business emails and external 

requests can be demanding, a little experience eventually makes it simple to manage. It helps that there is always 

someone to lean on who has the experience or knowledge to handle requests as they come up. Lastly, being on 

the board of NWAFS has been a great opportunity to engage in more leadership responsibilities and improve on 

my decision-making skills, for those situations where someone needs to make the final call. There is a lot of 

room for individual growth in this role, especially if you are more introverted like I believe so many of us 

scientists are. 
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Get to know your board! 
Suzanne Miles – Vice President 

Our family moved from San Diego to Salt Lake City when I was 

three, and this is where I grew up and ultimately stayed to work 

and raise a family. I have fond memories as a kid going on fishing 

trips with our folks, and spending summers riding horses at my 

cousin’s farm in Highland, Utah. A couple years after graduating 

high school, my husband and I married and started a family. We 

have 4 children. Once our kids were a little older, I completed a 

degree in biology from the University of Utah in 2001. I worked 

for a short time at Myriad Genetics, then was offered a position at 

the Utah Bureau of Forensic Services. My career here at the 

Crime Lab has been very full, and I just celebrated my 20-year 

anniversary.  I’ve enjoyed working in many different capacities, 

as a serology and DNA casework analyst, a crime scene 

responder, an adjunct faculty member with the Salt Lake 

Community College, lab liaison with the Salt Lake Sexual Assault Response Team, presenter, 

research assistant, serology manager and technical leader, an ANAB assessor, and now a board 

member with NWAFS. I currently work as a DNA interpreter and as a lab analyst in the CODIS 

section.  

As far as hobbies and interests, I love watching old movies, working in my vegetable and flower 

gardens, and taking long walks either through the city neighborhoods or in the surrounding 

mountains. My husband and I enjoy spending time with our large family, which now includes 

spouses and grandchildren. Although we love hiking the Wasatch Front mountains and San 

Rafael Swell canyons here in Utah, we’re excited to start traveling across the country and 

abroad.  

My time serving on the NWAFS board as Vice President has been nothing but positive. My tasks 

have included contacting educators and peers for availability to teach at our conference and 

contributing to discussions and decisions during our monthly meetings. Any decision involves a 

group discussion where all sides are heard. Also, it is apparent that the board members all share a 

love for forensic science. We have a common goal of providing an informative and professional 

event for our peers in this field. I am learning a lot and by having the teamwork and support of 

helpful and knowledgeable people, I’m not nearly as daunted at the prospect of stepping into the 

role of President next year. I look forward to meeting other scientists at the meeting this fall! 



NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OF FORENSIC SCIENTISTS Summer 2022 

Crime Scene Vol 46/1 Page 8 

Get to know your board! 
Jennifer Allen – Member at Large 

I grew up in western Pennsylvania, north-east of Pittsburgh, in the small coal mining 

town of Hastings.  I attended West Virginia University Honors College and obtained 

a dual Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and Forensic and Investigative Science.   

I joined the Washington State Patrol in 2014 in the Firearms and Tool Marks section.  

After completion of the National Firearms Examiner Academy and a few years in the 

section I transferred to the Materials Analysis section where I am to this day.  In the 

Materials Analysis section, I examine seized drugs of forensic interest, 

pharmaceuticals, as well as conduct quantitative analysis on suspected marijuana 

exhibits. I’ve been a member of the NWAFS since 2015 and have enjoyed getting to 

know people throughout the northwest through this organization.  

During my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my three kids and husband as well 

as our two Westies.  I also enjoy gardening, hanging out with friends at the lake, and 

cheering for Pittsburgh sports teams. 

Kerry Hogan – Secretary Treasurer 
I have worked with ISP Forensic Services for about 13.5 years now. I started in 

the Bio/DNA discipline in 2008 and then transferred into drug chemistry in 2011. 

I am also a member of our clan lab and crime scene response teams. I was voted 

onto the NWAFS board during the 2016 meeting in Boise, making this my last 

year on the board, a very bittersweet feeling. As Secretary Treasurer, I am 

responsible for all meeting notes including the business meeting held during the 

conference. I handle all things money related for the organization and also file 

our taxes and make sure our non-profit status is current with the state of Idaho 

(where the original status was obtained). A newly acquired task is also setting up 

and running our zoom meetings, which has been a fun adventure for someone 

technologically impaired such as myself!  

The Secretary Treasurer position will be open for the 
2022-2025 term! 

The Secretary Treasurer is responsible for the recording of the minutes of all meetings and receives 
and cares for all business records and papers belonging to the Association. The Secretary Treasurer 
also bills, collects, keeps account of, and properly safeguards all funds of the Association. 

Contact Kerry at Kerry.hogan@isp.idaho.gov for more information if you are interested and 
consider applying at our upcoming Conference in September! 

mailto:Kerry.hogan@ispidaho.gov
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Get to know your board! 
Monique Arrabit - Editorial Secretary 

I grew up in Tracy, California, located in the Central Valley. I moved to Los 

Angeles to attend college and graduated from UCLA in June 2015. While 

getting my Bachelor of Science, I interned for the Verdugo Regional Crime 

Lab in Glendale, CA. There I gained my interest in forensics, and after I 

graduated from UCLA, VRCL hired me as their DNA Technician. I worked in 

this capacity for a year and then accepted a position as a Forensic Scientist 

with the Oregon State Police, where I have been working since October 2016. 

I am in the Biology Processing Unit, where I triage all incoming evidence of 

biological relevance, examine physical evidence for body fluids and other 

sources of DNA, and collect samples that are then forwarded to the DNA Unit. 

I will also soon start training in Hair and Fiber analysis. In my free time, I 

enjoy hiking, traveling, playing board games with my fiancé, and spending 

time with my family and friends.   

This is my first time serving on the NWAFS board. As the Editorial Secretary, I am responsible for generating 

the association’s newsletter for the membership, monitoring our social media platforms, and 

photographing/documenting our Association's meetings for historical purposes.  

Shawna Germain – Technical Resources 
Secretary 

I was born and raised in San Jose, California, where I also interned for the San 

Mateo County Crime Lab as a Latent Print Processing Technician. I relocated 

to the Portland area after accepting a position with the Oregon State Police in 

the Biology section in 2016. My role predominantly focuses on serology, case 

triage, and case management.  

In my free time, I enjoy road trips and have visited several national parks and 

hope to visit them all at least once in my lifetime. Plants bring me joy, and I 

have many, but am not particularly skilled at taking care of them. Reading is 

my predominant pastime, which works out well in Portland as rainy days are 

made for it. More recently I have been experimenting and building my 

knowledge base regarding culinary skills.   

This is my first year as the Technical Resources Secretary for NWAFS, and it 

has been an excellent opportunity to establish new connections and develop 

new skills. Getting to know the other board members has been a pleasure. It is 

my desire to make connections with the wealth of knowledge available to the 

Forensic Community and be able to bring that to the NWAFS members. 
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Get to know your board! 
Kayla Brown – Membership Secretary 

I have worked at the Ada County Sheriff’s Office in Boise, ID since 2013 as a 

Forensic Scientist. When I first started my career, the Sheriff’s Office only offered 

Crime Scene and Latent Print Processing. As the lab has grown, I now do drug 

analysis, footwear/tire comparisons, crime scene processing and firearms. Outside of 

work I enjoy mountain biking, camping, crafting and reading. I am currently trying to 

check one item off my bucket list which is to visit every US National Park—16 down, 

only 47 more to go! 

As Membership Secretary, I receive all applications for new members and present 

those to the Board during the annual business meeting. I also audit all membership 

levels to keep them up to date. 

SIGN UP FOR THE 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE! 

Want to get involved with NWAFS but have no clue where to start? Are 

you organized, detail-oriented, and good at maintaining records? 

Consider being a part of the Membership Committee! 

The purpose of the membership committee is to help the Membership Secretary make 

membership decisions. This involves reviewing membership and life member 

applications, resignations, promotions, and removing members who no longer qualify 

for membership. You will assist the Membership Secretary with accepting applicants’ 

request for membership, informing the Membership Secretary if there is something 

wrong/needs to be fixed with an application, or denying individuals membership. This 

all culminates into a Membership report that is approved by the committee and the 

Membership Secretary. 

Being involved in a committee will allow you to gain insight on how the 

association works, give you experience for possible board member involvement 

in the future, and elevate you from a Provisional Member to a Regular Member! 

Contact Kayla at kbrown@adacounty.id.gov if you are interested in participating! 

APPLY BY AUGUST 15TH 

mailto:kbrown@adacounty.id.gov


SAVE THE DATE!

NWAFS
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

September 26th – 30th

Kimpton Hotel Vintage 
Portland, Oregon

The preliminary schedule is out
now! See next page for more 

details.

• a two-day crime scene course
taught by Patrick Zirpoli

• a half-day workshop on NGS
by DNA Labs International

• a one-day subclass characteristics
workshop by Nancy McCombs

Confirmed presenters for 2022: 

Crime Scene Vol 46/1 Page 11
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AT THE END OF JULY!
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DAY TIME

8:00am - 8:30am

8:30am - 9:00am

9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10:00am

10:00am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

12:00 pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 2:30pm

2:30pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 3:30pm

3:30pm - 4:00pm

4:00pm - 4:30pm

4:30pm - 5:00pm

DAY TIME

8:00am - 8:30am

8:30am - 9:00am

9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10:00am

10:00am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

12:00 pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 2:30pm

2:30pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 3:30pm

3:30pm - 4:00pm

4:00pm - 4:30pm

4:30pm - 5:00pm

DAY TIME

8:00am - 8:30am

8:30am - 9:00am

9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10:00am

10:00am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

12:00 pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 2:30pm

2:30pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 3:30pm

3:30pm - 4:00pm

4:00pm - 4:30pm

4:30pm - 5:00pm

DAY TIME

8:00am - 8:30am

8:30am - 9:00am

9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10:00am

10:00am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

12:00 pm - 1:00pm

1:00pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 2:30pm

2:30pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 3:30pm

3:30pm - 4:00pm

4:00pm - 4:30pm

4:30pm - 5:00pm

DAY TIME

8:00am - 8:30am

8:30am - 9:00am

9:00am - 9:30am

9:30am - 10:00am

10:00am - 10:30am

10:30am - 11:00am

11:00am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:00pm

Thu 9/29

WORKSHOP

Fri 9/30 General Session including various topics

General Session including various topics

Business Meeting

Vendor Reception

General Session including various topics

BANQUET

WORKSHOP

Wed 9/28

DNA International - Next 

Generation Sequencing

Nancy McCombs - Firearms 

Subclass Workshop

Thermo Fisher - DNA 

Automation/efficiency and rapid DNA

Verogen

Dr. Julie Valentine - 

Assorted DNA Topics

Nancy McCombs - Firearms 

Subclass Workshop

Rob Lion - 

Change 

Management

Rob Lion - 

Change 

Management

LEEDS Forensic 

Systems - 3D 

Correlations in 

Automated Ballistic 

Identification 

Systems Using the 

Evofinder® Ballistic 

Identification 

System

Sara Short - Novel Benzos

Patrick Zirpoli - Crime 

Scene Workshop

Dr. Karl Citek - Toxicology 

Workshop

Firearms Workshop - 

Offsite

Brian Capron - Toxicology 

Testimony Challenges

LUNCH

Patrick Zirpoli - Crime Scene Workshop

Patrick Zirpoli - Crime Scene Workshop

LUNCH

Patrick Zirpoli - Crime 

Scene Workshop

Firearms Workshop - 

Offsite

WORKSHOP

WORKSHOP

Mon 9/26

WELCOME MEETING

WORKSHOP

Tue 9/27

LUNCH

Drug 

Chemistry 

Workshops

LUNCH
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DEADLINE FOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

Mark your calendar! 

Apply for NWAFS membership by 

August 1st 
Check out the NWAFS website to apply for 
membership. Requirements include 
completion of an application and 
endorsements from three regular or life 
members.  

Contact Kayla at kbrown@adacounty.id.gov if 
you have any questions! 

https://nwafs.wildapricot.org/becoming-a-member
mailto:kbrown@adacounty.id.gov


The Professional Science Masters (PSM) 
in Forensic Science program is designed to 
advance students’ forensic science knowledge 
and provide the necessary administrative skills 
related to managing forensic organizations.

The program provides a cutting-edge curriculum 
with coursework in management designed to 
provide professional development opportunities. 
Twenty-four credits focus on technical forensic 
science content and 9 credits on professional 
business content, totaling 33 credits. Students 
progress through the program as a coordinated, 
scheduled cohort.

Ideal candidates are professionals with a life 
science degree, currently working in federal, 
state or private forensic organizations, medical 
examiner’s offices, or law enforcement agencies 
looking to advance their career in forensic 
science management.

Fast Facts
• 16-month cohort-based program
• Online learning for maximum flexibility
• Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary courses to

make students competitive on job market
• Develops professional skills: communication,

expert testimony, forensic science, leadership,
business and management

Professional Science Master’s  
in Forensic Science

go.fiu.edu/psmfs

While graduates of forensic science programs tend to be prepared with 
scientific skills, they may lack the practical experience and critical thinking 
skills necessary to be ready to provide immediate support in the laboratory 
upon hiring. There is a need to bridge the gap between the goals of the 
academic programs and those of the forensic laboratories. 

–National Institute of Justice Report to Congress for Needs Assessments of
Forensics Laboratories and Medical Examiner/Coroner Offices

Get the skills you need for laboratory leadership

NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OF FORENSIC SCIENTISTS Summer 2022 
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http://go.fiu.edu/psmfs
https://gfjc.fiu.edu


Director
Max Houck, Ph.D. 

Program Manager
Lynnmarie Highsmith

Contact
PSMFS@fiu.edu
go.fiu.edu/psmfs
gfjc.fiu.edu

@FIU_Forensics

About
Florida International University (FIU) is Miami’s public research university. Offering 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees, both on campus and fully online, FIU is 
worlds ahead in its service to the academic and local community.

The Global Forensic and Justice Center (GFJC) is proud to be a Preeminent Program 
at FIU: a collaborative endeavor that demonstrates extraordinary success in providing 
unique learning opportunities, pioneering research and engagement. Since 2018, we 
have sought to engage the forensic science and criminal justice industries from the 
crime scene to the courtroom.

The PSM-FS program equips professionals with real world 
experiences and prepares them for the future by introducing 
state-of-the-art instrumentation and techniques.  

–Anamary Tarifa, Ph.D., Research Assistant Professor

Learning how to run a forensic science organization affects 
the work of all its scientists. It’s critical to learn those skills.   

–Max Houck, Ph.D., Graduate Program Director, Professional Science
Masters in Forensic Science

Professional Science Master’s  
in Forensic Science

go.fiu.edu/psmfs

Crime Scene Vol 46/1 Page 15 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/fiuforensics
mailto:PSMFS@fiu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/FIUForensics/
https://twitter.com/FIU_Forensics
https://www.youtube.com/c/fiuforensics
http://go.fiu.edu/psmfs
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Got an interesting technical note, informative 

article, or research project? 

 

Make a submission to the NWAFS newsletter, and you could win FREE 

REGISTRATION to an upcoming NWAFS meeting! 

 

The officers vote for the “Best Independent Newsletter Submission” once 

per year and award a FREE REGISTRATION to the winner. 
 

 
Help keep the NWAFS newsletter interesting and informative by 

sending your submissions to: 

 
Monique Arrabit, NWAFS Editor 

monique.arrabit@osp.oregon.gov 

FREE 

NWAFS REGISTRATION 

ADMIT ONE 

FREE REGISTRATION 

ONLY ONE WINNING AUTHOR PER SUBMISSION 

EXPIRES 3 YEARS FROM AWARD 

mailto:monique.arrabit@osp.oregon.gov


NWAFS Virtual Conference 
Business Meeting September 28, 2021 

Board Members Present: Ryan Chambers, Carly Sizelove, Adam Yankee, Steven Stone, Jodie Carney, 
Natasha Wheatley, and Kerry Hogan 
Meeting called to order by President Sizelove at 11:02 PDT 

45 Attendees; 35 regular/life member (voting members) + 3 elevated in meeting; total voting 
membership present is 38 

President Sizelove entertains motion to accept 2019 business meeting minutes 
Motion made to accept 2019 business meeting minutes made by Adam Yankee 
Motion Seconded by Jodie Carney 
Vote: In favor: 27; opposed: 0; motion carries 
2019 business meeting minutes are accepted. 

• Membership Secretary Stone Report: See Steven’s report

This is Steven’s final report, this is his 6th year
Two years’ worth of applicants, all have been approved by the membership committee
Steven Stone entertains motion to accept new members
Motion made by Carly Sizelove
Motion seconded by Adam Yankee
Vote in favor: 29; motion carries
New applicants are accepted to the provisional member level

Elevation to regular member
Steven Sone entertains a motion to elevate provisional members to regular member
Motion made by Kevin Jenkins
Motion seconded by Matthew Gamette
Vote in favor: 31; motion carries
Provisional regular members are now elevated to regular members and can now vote and run
for board positions throughout the duration of the business meeting

Members that have voluntarily resigned
Steven Stone entertains a motion to accept members that have voluntarily resigned
membership
Motion made by Jodie Carney
Motion seconded by Andrew Pacejka
Vote in favor: 28; motion carries
Memberships are resigned

Eligible for removal from organization
Steven Stone entertains a motion to accept members for removal
Motion made by Adam Yankee
Motion seconded by Suzanne Miles
Vote in favor: 32; motion carries
Members will be removed

Crime Scene Vol 46/1 Page 17
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• President Sizelove Report:
COVID has really affected things and as a board have shifted gears to try and figure out what to
do.  SLC 2020, then rescheduled for 2021.  Hotel went under and got deposit back.  2021 was
supposed to be PDX, too large of a risk to do in person.  Virtual conference.  PDX deposit has
been shifted to 9/26-9/30, 2022.  Hopeful to hold this conference next year.
Have a lot of turnover this year, many positions open for this year.  As board we have asked
membership for help for a while leading up to meeting.  Board concerned for future of
organization.  We all want to see it continue, but need membership support to hold meaningful
conferences.  Carly was talked into being president by other board members and it has been
truly meaningful.  Entire board wants a meaningful conference and all care a lot about direction
of organization.  Holding nominations for positions for people to think about.  Require 5 people
to create board per our original non-profit agreement.  Carly wants to open for discussion,
perhaps no longer a draw for a general organization with so many specialized organizations.

Floor opened for membership comment:
Matthew Gamette-full support of organization from ISP.  Supports membership and board
positions, heavily supports NWAFS.  ISP will do anything to help, will also continue to send
people to meetings.  Western Lab Directors group would like to reach out and do a joint meeting
to continue organization.
Matthew Noedel-This has been a long standing problem with organization.  With specialty
groups see a waning.  When had two meetings a year had all training week/days.  Perhaps we
abandon typical schedule and move to business meeting + all training days.  Some cross training
very useful.  2-3 day workshops developed by members to provide training.  Could keep things
going by changing formatting. Still need people to step up and host workshops.
Jennifer Riedel-Thinks meeting went really well on Zoom platform.  Maybe burned out on virtual
it does make it easier to attend due to no travel.  Being in person is a huge part but having a
virtual meeting is a great way to let people attend.
Steven Stone-We have had a live stream previously and have discussed providing online/virtual
options to assist meeting attendance.
Carly Sizelove-Commitment in board positions (asked by Jennifer Delany) you can have a
committee, but you are not on a solo adventure.  Board assists each other.
Robert Thompson-historically (was past president) the level of support has been changing
(budget/backlog) and reducing.  If MG (ISP) and pump up idea of workshops and presentation
opportunity, could be helpful to continue support for organization.  Secondly, currently in
Virginia, NIST has been very active in virtual conferences lately.  Have workshops available to
help justify and give credence to the organization to justify to management that attending the
meeting is important.  Robert is part of ISO group and they are discussing hybrid conferences.
AFTE just had a hybrid conference.  People getting involved at various levels of leadership from
various agencies would encourage growth within org and hopefully the board.
Carly-suggestions to workshops and conference planning is great, however, still need
membership involvement.  Still don’t know how to make people interested in being on the
board.  Even presenting doesn’t seem to have a big draw.
Steven Stone-We do need people to step up for board positions.  Conferences have been great
and new platform helps, still need help with the board.

• Vice President Yankee Report:
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Not much to add to what Carly has said, but along the line of board positions, update on Hannah 
Bennet, member at large.  She resigned and no longer works in forensics so she left suddenly 
and is not on the board.  This has impacted the board as we lost a member and do not have 
them to move up the board. 

• Editorial Secretary Wheatley Report:
No newsletter this past year.  In 2020 asked for things to publish and it seems that the same
people keep doing articles.  Hard to produce a product without support from the membership.
Last newsletter was just the business meeting minutes.

• Technical Secretary Carney Report:
Really enjoyed zoom format, feel it’s a great meeting.  Call out to membership for presentation
and workshop ideas.  Send ideas to next TR Secretary to help out.  Hotel in PDX looks great,
should be a great year.  Thank you to those on the conference committee, it’s been a weird two
years, not possible without them.

• Secretary-Treasurer Hogan Report:
NWAFS 2021 Treasurer Report 

Generated by: Kerry Hogan 
OLD BUSINESS 

BNY Mellon Investment Accounts 
• We still have two investment accounts through BNY Mellon.  In the first quarter of 2020 we lost

money in both investments, but then gained money by the second quarter and continued to
gain for the rest of the year seeing us profit $2,065.38 by the end of the year.  Through the first
two quarters of 2021 (I should receive the third quarter statements this week) we have also
seen a profit that totals $3,276.58.

WildApricot 
• WildApricot continues to be our membership and conference management system.  We are

charged more annually for using PayPal for dues instead of their invoicing system, this may be
something to look into for the future.  Everything works excellently now, hasn’t been a pressing
issue.

o Steven Stone made comment that he has previously investigated other platforms for
this and they are substantially more expensive.

Insurance 
• Insurance has not been purchased since 2019 as we have not had an in person meeting.

ABC 
• Stacy Guess attended AAFS in 2020 to attend the ABC meeting, proctor an exam, and attend a

meeting for NWAFS.
• We have continued to be members as an organization in 2020 and 2021.
• There has been no travel or meeting attendance for NWAFS representatives in 2021.

Taxes and Annual Report 
• Taxes were filed April 2020 and April 11, 2021
• The annual report was filed with the state of Idaho on December 6, 2020 and September 19,

2021 and we are in good standing as a non-profit organization.
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Board Meetings 
• We have held four board meetings this year; February 2, March 11, September 8, and

September 21.  The two September meetings were on Zoom which was newly acquired for the
conference and a great way to hold board meetings.  Due to the zoom purchase and
coronavirus, there were no in person meetings this year.

NEW BUSINESS 

2022 Meeting 
• We have not started working on this or decided if it will be in person, virtual, or a hybrid

conference.  The Kimpton Hotel in Portland was originally booked for this year, however, they
agreed to allow us to push our conference to 2022 without any penalty or charging us more to
hold the hotel (we have already put $5000 down).  We will keep membership updated on what
happens with this.

ACCOUNTS 

• Balances 2021 2020 2019
Chase Savings 27,180.84 27,177.28 27,170.23 
Chase Checking 48,519.45 42,810.53 31,999.22 
BNY Mellon 39,768.22 36,495.20 32,628.97 
PayPal 5,021.72 N/A 4,173.65 

Total assets 120,490.23 106,483.01 95,972.07 
Net Income 14,023.18 8,710.09 3,379.69 

Membership Dues 8,110.00 8,455.00 8,981.00 

In 2019 we profited from our joint meeting with PNWDIAI; total profit on the meeting was 
$5,856.83.  In 2020 we did not hold a meeting due to the coronavirus pandemic.  We had put 
$5,000.00 down to hold our meeting at the Red Lion Hotel in Salt Lake City and were refunded 
that down payment in full.  For 2021 we spent $149.90 to obtain a Zoom license and hold this 
meeting virtually.  Even with our membership dues decreasing slightly each year, we have made 
a profit over the last two years due to not having to pay hotel and other conference expenses.  
Year to date expenses: 

o ABC Annual Dues $500.00 
o WildApricot Account Fee $1,166.40 
o Bitdefender Anti-virus $79.99 
o Peak Internet $158.64 
o Bank Fees $258.47 

(The bank Fees include fees from PayPal that are included with transactions and 
from the Chase Credit Card.  I finally removed Heather Campbell from our CC,  
however, Chase closed the old card without my knowledge and it was no longer 
being automatically paid) 

I am going into my last year as treasurer and it is hard to think that I have held this position for almost 
half of my career as a forensic scientist.  My goal this year is to compile a list of duties and instructions 
that go with the treasurer position to make the transition a little bit easier next year.  This position is 
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crucial to the organization, so if you are interested, please feel free to reach out to me.  I would be 
happy to answer any questions or give you a glimpse into what the position entails.   

• Back to Steven Stone for open board positions
o Applicants/Nominations for open positions:

▪ President
Steven entertains motion for nominations for president position

• Motion made to nominate Adam Yankee by Carly Sizelove
• Motion seconded by Jeff Borngasser

No other nominations
o Vote: in favor 30; motion carries

Congrats Adam, voted into president position

▪ Vice President
Steven entertains motion for nominations for vice president position

• Motion made to nominate  Suzanne Miles by Adam Yankee
Per Adam, Suzanne is willing to step in where Hannah Bennet would
have served on the board.  Suzanne works with Adam in the Utah lab
and would be a great addition to the board.

• Motion seconded by Matthew Gamette
No other nominations

o Vote: in favor 29, motion carries
Suzanne is voted into vice president position

▪ Member at Large
Steven entertains motion for nominations for member at large position

• Motion made to nominate Jennifer Allen by Sheri Jenkins
• Motion seconded by Carly Sizelove

No other nominations
o Vote in favor 25, motion carries

Jennifer is voted into Member at Large Position

▪ Technical Resources Secretary
Steven entertains motion for nominations for technical resources secretary

• Motion made to nominate Shawna Germain by Brian Robertson
• Motion seconded by Jeff Borngasser

o Vote in favor: 20
• Motion made to nominate Monique Arrabit by Brian Robertson
• Motion seconded by Ryan Chambers

o Vote in favor: 10
Both in biology unit for OSP PDX lab.  Brian has worked with them this
past year, both organized and have great opinions.  Great teammates
and great to work with.
Jenn Riedel also works with them, also all positive things to say.  Both
have great skills for the position
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Based on vote, motion carries for Shawna Germain  
Shawna is voted into Technical Resources Secretary position. 

▪ Membership Secretary
Steven entertains nomination for nominations for membership secretary

• Motion made to nominate Kayla Brown by Natasha Wheatley
Kayla works at the Ada County Sheriff’s Office, very organized and has
participated in many committees.  Natasha thinks she would be a great
fit for the board.

• Motion seconded by Celeste Grover
No other nominations

o Vote: in favor 27; motion carries
Kayla is voted into Membership Secretary position

▪ Editorial Secretary
Steven entertains motion for nominations for editorial secretary

• Motion made to nominate Monique Arrabit by Brian Robertson
• Motion seconded by Celeste Grover

No other nominations
o Vote: in favor 20; motion carries

Monique is voted into Editorial Secretary position

NEW BUSINESS: 
• No new business brought forth by membership
• Carly very happy membership has stepped up and we have a board and will continue into the

future.  Carly is very willing to mentor new members of the board.
• Adam also happy to have a full board, looking forward to planning and working on the 2022

meeting.

President Yankee entertains motion to close the 2021 NWAFS business meeting 
Motion to close business meeting made by Steven Stone 
Motion seconded by Matthew Noedel 
Vote in favor: 28; motion carries 
Business meeting closed at 12:26 PDT 
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2021 Membership Secretary Report

NWAFS Meeting 2021 – The Internet 
Steven Stone, Membership Secretary 

===================================================================================== 

Page 1 of 3 

Membership totals: 

*Amount needed for Quorum is whomever is here

The following has been approved by the 2021 Membership Committee:

Applicants for Provisional Regular Membership 

Elevation from Provisional Regular Member to Regular Member

Last Name First Name Organization

Flannery Mary WSP
Imbracio Alyssa OSP

Jensen Sonja WSP
Knoy Lyndsey WSP

Martinez Stephanie Utah
Moenne-Loccoz Marcela OSP

Stulz Alyssa MT
Trinh Hoa Utah

Zopolos Kate WSP

Last Name First Name Organization

Bradley Nikka ISP
Kidder-Mostrom Alison WSP-Marysville

Dyer Jon OSP
Germain Shawna OSP

Pope Lisa OSP
Ross Olivia WSP-Vancouver
Short Sara OSP

Membership Level Total 
Provisional Associate 1 

Associate 29 
Provisional Regular 21 

Regular* 156 
Life* 13 
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2021 Membership Secretary Report 

NWAFS Meeting 2021 – The Internet 

Steven Stone, Membership Secretary 

===================================================================================== 

Page 2 of 3 

The following members have voluntary resigned 

The following members have not paid dues for at least two years and are eligible for removal from the 
organization:  

Last Name First Name Organization

Hoffman Kristina WSP-Seattle

Price Monica WSP-Seattle

Dunn Jason WSP-Vancouver

Siggins Bruce WSP-Vancouver

Knowles Gary

Banks Rhonda ASCLD

Last Name First Name Organization

Suzuki Ed WSP-Seattle

Berenna Taylor

Brooks Angie

Cooper Rockefeller Jefferson County

Goodwin Amanda OSP-Springfield

Garrett Allen Scottsdale PD

Hoffman Judi MT

Hugie April WSP-Seattle

Johnston Jean WSP

Jolley John WY

Kanaris David AK

Lawrence Gene WSP

Lopez Brian Thermo Fisher

McAdam Terry WSP-Seattle

Nelson Alexis UT

Pope Lisa

Price Deborah WSP-Tacoma

Price Monica WSP-Seattle

Schlueter Scott MT

Schneck William WSP-Spokane

Smelser Brian WSP-Seattle

Storment Kristen WSP-Spokane

Tkac David

Traff Ryan OSP-Springfield

White Teresa UMT

Wu Chang Tina San Mateo

Wylie Britany ISP
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2021 Membership Secretary Report

NWAFS Meeting 2021 – The Internet 
Steven Stone, Membership Secretary 

===================================================================================== 

Page 3 of 3 

2021 Membership Committee: 

 Nikka Bradley – ISP
 Alison Kidder-Mostrom – WSP
 Bahne Klietz – MT State Crime Lab

Open Board Positions: 

Open for 2021: 

1. President
2. Vice President
3. Member-At-Large
4. Membership Secretary - 
5. Editorial Secretary
6. Technical Resources Secretary

Personal Message: 

This is my final report as Membership Secretary. Coming in felt like an adventure and I feel that the 
position has gotten to a good place. Wild Apricot works well as a membership database and has become 
streamlined and easier to maintain. I’ve worked with a lot of good people over the last six years but I 
would be remiss if I didn’t thank two in particular. Heather Campbell and Kerry Hogan have been my 
two rocks throughout my term, people whom I could fall back on when I got stuck or needed help 
resolving something. I will miss their assistance the most. I have loved everyone that I have worked with 
though and I will miss you all! I have a habit I started for no good reason of sending pictures of Pokémon 
instead of actual thoughtful replies in emails to board members so I feel that this is a good place to put 
my final one. 
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